
 

 

WILD TURKEY® LAUNCHES MASTER’S KEEP CORNERSTONE RYE  
 

Limited-Edition Release Celebrates Wild Turkey’s Legacy Crafting Sought-After Rye Whiskies 

 

 
 

LAWRENCEBURG, KY (AUGUST 6, 2019) — During his almost 40-year tenure at Wild Turkey, 

Eddie Russell has distilled and enjoyed his share of rye whiskies, but it was more recently that he 

began to reexamine the spirit and innovate on the American classic. Today, Eddie celebrates Wild 

Turkey’s legacy as a leading rye whiskey distiller with his latest expression – Master’s Keep 

Cornerstone Rye, the fourth release in the award-winning Master’s Keep series.  The result is a 

whiskey of extraordinary maturity, and the oldest rye ever released by Wild Turkey Distilling Co.  

 

For decades, rye has served as a key pillar of whiskey production on Wild Turkey Hill. While 

Prohibition caused rye whiskey to fall from favor for decades, Wild Turkey was among the few 

distilleries to remain dedicated to the craft – which continues to this day with expressions 

including, Wild Turkey Rye, Wild Turkey 101 Rye, Russell’s Reserve 6-Year-Old Rye and Russell’s 

Reserve Single Barrel Rye. This new expression is the triumphant culmination of more than 150 

years of Kentucky artisanship and heritage.  

 

It’s not atypical for rye whiskies to be aged for around four years. For Master’s Keep Cornerstone 

Rye, Eddie explored what flavors and complexity longer aging can provide. For this limited release, 

Eddie hand-picked from among his oldest #4 alligator char barrels – each with rye aged between 



nine and 11 years. From there, Eddie crafted a perfectly balanced, high-aged rye whiskey that 

exquisitely showcases Wild Turkey’s signature bold and spicy flavors. 

Eddie found inspiration for Cornerstone Rye within his own family – his son Bruce. While Bruce has 

returned to Kentucky to apprentice under the watchful eye of his grandfather and father, his 

appreciation for rye is rooted in his work as a brand ambassador – building relationships with 

bartenders around the country. This influential community shares his fondness for the taste and 

quality of Wild Turkey Ryes, which has helped take overall rye whiskey production in the industry 

from 100,000 barrels in 2010 to now more than 1 million barrels (according to Impact Databank).  

 

“Wild Turkey was one of the few legacy distilleries that remained loyal to crafting Rye even as 

vodka and gin became the new, hot thing,” said Eddie Russell, Master Distiller. “Cornerstone Rye 

celebrates our continued commitment to the grain. As my own son Bruce has reminded me given 

his devotion to rye in working with the bartender community, it’s a fundamental part of our 

history.” 

 

Master’s Keep Cornerstone Rye is an unmistakable nod to the iconic Wild Turkey flavor profile with 

its enticing, bold and spirited aroma. On the palate, it delivers notes of warm vanilla, black pepper 

and toasted rye, followed by a cascade of honey and baked apple. At 109 proof (54.5 alc. by 

volume), the finish is bold, crisp and clean, with lingering notes of sweet spice and oak. 

 

Master’s Keep Cornerstone Rye will be a very limited release with approximately 16,000 bottles of 

this unique spirit available for purchase. The whiskey will be available for a limited time at select 

retailers in the United States for MRSP $175.00 per 750 mL bottle. For additional information, 

please visit www.wildturkey.com.  
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About Wild Turkey 

The distillery for Wild Turkey Bourbon is located in Kentucky, situated on a deep limestone shelf on 

the Kentucky River. The shelf acts as a natural filter and provides the distillery with crystal clear 

water, vital to making such a high-quality product. Wild Turkey features the legendary father and son 

Master Distilling team of Jimmy and Eddie Russell, who have nearly 100 years of collective experience 

working at the Wild Turkey distillery. 

 

The famous Wild Turkey brand name first came about back in 1940 when distillery executive Thomas 

McCarthey took a few warehouse samples on a Wild Turkey hunting trip with a group of friends. The 

following year, his friends asked him for “some of that Wild Turkey whiskey” and the brand was born. 

 

https://wildturkeybourbon.com/
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Wild Turkey is distilled and put into new oak barrels at a much lower ABV than most bourbons. This 

results in a much richer flavor, as less is cooked out during the production process. Ageing in the 

highest quality new American oak barrels with the heaviest char available (the Number 4 “alligator” 

char), imparts a smooth flavor and deep amber color to the whiskey. 

 

The barrels are filled at the distillery in Lawrenceburg, Kentucky. Website: wildturkey.com.  

 

About Campari America 
Campari America is a wholly owned subsidiary of Davide Campari-Milano S.p.A. (Reuters CPRI.MI - 
Bloomberg CPR IM). At the heart of Campari America are two legends in the American spirits 
industry. The first, Skyy Spirits, was founded in San Francisco back in 1992 by the entrepreneur 
who invented iconic SKYY Vodka. The second is the world-famous Wild Turkey Distillery in 
Lawrenceburg, Kentucky, where they have been making the world’s finest whiskies since the 
1800’s. Both companies were purchased by Davide Campari-Milano and together they form 
Campari America, which has built a portfolio unrivaled in its quality, innovation and style, making it 
a top choice among distributors, retailers and consumers. Campari America manages Campari 
Group’s portfolio in the US with such leading brands as SKYY® Vodka, SKYY Infusions®, Grand 
Marnier®, Campari®, Aperol®, Wild Turkey® Kentucky Straight Bourbon, American Honey®, 
Russell’s Reserve®, Glen Grant® Single Malt Scotch Whisky, Forty Creek® Canadian Whisky, 
BULLDOG® Gin, Cabo Wabo® Tequila, Espolón® Tequila, Appleton® Estate Rum, Wray & 
Nephew® Rum, Coruba® Rum, Ouzo 12®, X-Rated® Fusion Liqueur®, Frangelico®, Cynar®, 
Averna®, Braulio® and Jean-Marc XO Vodka®. 
 
Campari America is headquartered in San Francisco, California. More information on the company 
can be found at www.campariamerica.com, www.facebook.com/campariamerica, Twitter: 
@CampariAmerica and www.camparigroup.com. Please enjoy Campari America brands responsibly 
and in moderation. 
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